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gain a comparatively comfortable and easy subsistence
by preying on society at large.
The fact that apart from British Territory there are -
some 500 Indian Princes, each with their own self-governed
territory, laws and police, and that these regions are inter-
laced with one another, has served to make the task of
the police particularly difficult. Not only so, but in many
of the 220 Districts into which British India is subdivided,
a friendly policy is frequently adopted towards these
Tribes, who, when thus treated, grant such areas a large
measure of immunity from raids, while they direct their
special attention against those who are the most active
in restraining and punishing them. Frequently the
boundaries of three or four States and Districts converge
at a particular point. This will be a favourite haunt for
one or more Tribes, as they can pass swiftly from one
jurisdiction to another, and thus evade the Police.
It must not be imagined for a moment that Government
has been inactive in dealing with the matter. Efforts
have been made alike at controlling, punishing and
reforming them.
1.  A special Act has been passed.   But its provisions
are more or less permissive, and in the case of independent
Territories few of the Indian Princes have availed them-
selves of its provisions.   In regard to British Territory,
while some Provinces have enforced it, others have failed
to do so, while some have only put forth very half-hearted
efforts to carry out its provisions.
While I was in India I suggested the holding of a regular
annual Conference, to be summoned by the Government of
India, at which aJl States and Provinces should be repre-^,
sented, when those who were experts at this class of wort
should be invited to read papers and state their view's.
One or two such Conferences were held with good effect,
but it was not adopted as a regular annual event, several
Provinces objecting, I believe, on the ground that it was
an undue interference with their independent liberty of
action, and others on the score of expense,
2.  Several British District Officials, and one or two
Indian States have made efforts at reforming these Tribes
by giving them land and inducing them to settle down to